Instructed by Mine Foreman Jim Eldridge to block In the coal
feederfs electrical contactor points with a capboard, thereby
bypassing a breaker and the on/off switch.  In order to engage or
block In the contactor points, Clark was Instructed by Jim
Eldridge to place the on/off switch in the feeder starting box,
at the operator station. In the off position, remove the elec-
trical component lid, place his hands within the component box
and reposition the capboard.  Clark stated that this pratice was
extremely hazardous, that it created an imminent danger, and that
he was afraid the practice would kill him.

3.  On several occasions Clark complained about this prac-
tice to both of his supervisors, William Blevins and Jim Eldridge,.
On many occasions he asked Bill Blevin or Jim Eldridge to have
someone repair the feeder.  His pleas fell on deaf ears and it
became abundantly clear to Clark that no action was going to be
taken to correct the imminent danger to which he was exposed
daily.

4.  Clark made one last attempt to have the feeder placed in
a safe condition, when he visited the home of William Blevins on
Sunday afternoon, March 17, 1985.  Clark stated that he went to
Blevins to discuss the unsafe conditions of the coal feeder and
to determine whether or not the feeder had been repaired and
placed in a safe operating condition.  When Blevins Informed
Clark that no action had been taken to repair the feeder, Clark
Informed Blevins that he would not report to work on Monday
morning, March 18, 1985, because of the unsafe and imminently
dangerous working conditions at Eldridge Coal Company.

5.  About a week after informing his immediate supervisor,
William Blevins, that he was withdrawing from the imminently
dangerous working conditions at Eldridge Coal Company, Clark went
to Mine Foreman Jim Eld-ridge's home to find out whether or not
the coal feeder had been repaired so that he could return to work.
During this conversation Clark was told that he no longer held a
job with Eldridge Coal Company.

DISCUSSION WITH FURTHER FINDINGS

The testimony of Clark is confirmed by his supervisor
William Blevins and by an MSHA electrical expert.

Blevins stated that Clark, on at least two occasions,
expressed to him that he was greatly concerned about the unsafe
condition of the feeder.  Blevins was also present when Clark
made complaints to Mine Foreman Jim Eldridge concerning the
dangerous condition of the coal feeder.  Blevins was also present
when Clark made complaints to Mine Foreman Jim Eldridge con-
cerning the dangerous condition of the coal feeder*  Blevins
explained the situtation as follows:

1969orm was used as a storage area and that employees worked or
